
Evolutionary History



EH 2.2.1 WARM-UP
Students observe similar structures in the gorilla and mole, and they consider why these structures have evolved to 

appear very different. (10 min)



EH 2.2.1 WARM-UP

So far, we know that these differences 

have something to do with the 

environments where these organisms 

live. We also know that differences in 

these structures have something to do 

with the principles of natural selection, 

which we learned about before this 

unit—ideas like adaptive traits and 

mutations play a role in explaining 

evolution. Today we are going to read 

about some specific examples where 

one species became two. This will help 

us to fill in more of the picture explaining 

how and why evolution happens.



EH 2.2.2  ACTIVE  READING:  WHERE DO SPECIES  COME FROM?

The opposite of stability is 

change, a word that you are 

already likely familiar with. 

Stability and change are 

important ideas that can help 

you to better understand 

evolution; thinking about stability 

and change today will also help 

you to better understand the 

articles you are going to read.

stability: when something stays mostly 

the same over time.

One way to think about stability in evolution 

is to think of structures that don’t change, or 

that change very little over time. When you’re 

thinking about the process of evolution, you 

can think of change as the differences that 

happen in the structures of species that 

share a common ancestor. As you read the 

articles today, you can think about when 

structures are stable and when they change. 

You can also think about what factors affect 

stability and change.

Students are introduced to and read the Where Do Species Come From? article set. (25 min)



EH 2.2.2  ACTIVE  READING:  WHERE DO SPECIES  COME FROM?

Introduce the Where Do Species 

Come From? article set in the Amplify 

Library,

These articles will help students gather more 

evidence to help answer the Investigation 

Question: How does an ancestor population evolve 

into descendant species with differences in their 

shared structures?
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EH 2.2.3 DISCUSSING ANNOTATIONS

Students share annotations with their peers and revisit the summarizing strategy. (10 min)

Since you each read different articles, 

you will need to tell your partner a 

little bit about the species in the 

article you read. 

You can use these sentence starters 

to do this quickly. 

After each of you explains your 

speciation story to your partner, you 

can share and discuss the 

annotations you made, as we 

normally do.

•“The common ancestor 
population for my species 
was _________.”

•“The two species that 
evolved from the common 
ancestor population 
were ________ and ________.”
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•“The common ancestor population for 
my species was _________.”

•“The two species that evolved from 
the common ancestor population 
were ________ and ________.”



EH 2.2.3 DISCUSSING ANNOTATIONS

This is a scientific term for what you read about in each of 
your articles today. Over the next few lessons, we will 
keep learning about how speciation happens and how 
this process helps us to understand the larger scale 
changes we see in evolution.
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